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About Rukhsana Khan 

 
 

Rukhsana has been writing seriously since 1989 with at 

this point, ten books published, several of which have 

been nominated and/or won various awards. Along the 

way she also became a storyteller and has performed at 

numerous festivals. For more information on Rukhsana 

and her books please see her website:  

www.rukhsanakhan.com 

 

Rukhsana was born in Lahore, Pakistan and immigrated to Canada, with her family, at 

the age of three.  She began by writing for community magazines and went on to write 

songs and stories for the Adam's World children's videos. Rukhsana is a member of 

SCBWI, The Writers Union of Canada, CANSCAIP, and Storytelling Toronto. She lives 

in Toronto with her husband and family. Rukhsana has four children, three girls and a 

boy. 

 

Books by Rukhsana: 

 

Wanting Mor 

A New Life  

Many Windows 

Silly Chicken 

Ruler of the Courtyard 

The Roses in My Carpets 

Muslim Child 

King of the Skies 

Bedtime Ba-a-a-lk 

Dahling if You Luv Me Would You Please Please Smile 

 

http://www.rukhsanakhan.com/
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The following curriculum applications are fulfil led by the discussion topics and 

activities outlined in this teacherôs guide: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Discussion Topics before Reading the Book 
 

Grades 5 ï 9 

 
As a class, brainstorm what you already know about the conflict in Afghanistan.  

 

What other books have you read that deal with recent Afghan history? 

 

What news stories have you heard or read regarding whatôs happening in Afghanistan?   

 

Research the setting: 
 

Find Afghanistan on a map. It borders Iran, Pakistan, China and Russia. 

 

Find Kandahar. Find Kabul.  

 

Many Afghans describe the shape of their country as a closed fist with the thumb sticking 

out to touch China. What might that tell you about the personality of Afghan people?   

 

Listen to some Afghan music. 

 

Legend 

 

  writing applications 

 

   visual art applications 

 

drama applications 

 

History applications 

 

 

    character applications    

   Social Studies applications 

 

      Math applications 

 

Music applications 
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Student Activity Sheet:  
Grades 5 ï 9 
 
Research Afghan Clothing  
 
Examine these garments that will feature in the book.  How are they different 
from what you would wear? How are they the same? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

porani 

chitral hat 

chadri or 

burka 

kufi 

chadri or burka 

chador 

punjabi clothes 

girlôs clothes 
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Research the history of conflict:  

 

Grades 7 ï 9 

 

 
 

Afghanistan is strategically positioned at the crossroads of central Asia. It has been 

invaded many times from Alexander the Great in 330 BC to more recently.  

The British invaded in 1839 and 1878. About a hundred years later, the Russians invaded 

Afghanistan in 1979 and were finally kicked out in 1992.  

The Taliban rose in 1998 after fierce civil fighting. The events of Sept. 11
th
, 2001, set the 

stage for the American invasion on October 7
th
, 2001. 

For more information and more detailed timelines see:  

http://www.bambooweb.com/articles/h/i/History_of_Afghanistan.html 

Because of all the years of conflict, education for most Afghans has been interrupted and 

there are whole generations who grew up without schooling and there are many children 

in orphanages. 

Research the role the Canadian and American armed forces are playing in Afghanistan. 

ie. demining, rebuilding, attacking Taliban strongholds, opium poppy eradication, etc. 

Discuss the pros and cons for the armed forces being there. 

Read Rukhsanaôs book The Roses in My Carpets. 

Look up Rukhsanaôs libraries in orphanages project keeping in mind that this was the 

orphanage she based the book on.  http://www.rukhsanakhan.com/orphanafghan.htm 

As a class, read the Report on Children in Crisis available in Appendix 1. 

 

 

Read the book 

Grades 5 ï 9 

 

Complete the appropriate student questions on pages 6 and 7 of this guide. 

 

 

http://www.bambooweb.com/articles/h/i/History_of_Afghanistan.html
http://www.rukhsanakhan.com/orphanafghan.htm
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Student Question Sheet for 

Wanting Mor 
 

Grades 5 ï 6 

 

 

1. WƘȅ ŘƻŜǎ WŀƳŜŜƭŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ YŀōǳƭΚ 

2. What problem(s) ŘƻŜǎ WŀƳŜŜƭŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 

Jameela to respect him?  

3. Would you feel the same way if he was your father? Explain. 

4. Jameela talks about a time when her father was different. What 

happened to change him? 

5. Khala Gul uses the girls in her orphanage to get money to support the 

ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜΦ Lǎ ǎƘŜ ŀ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΚ 

Explain. 

6. ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ {ƻǊŀȅŀ ŀƴŘ ½Ŝōŀ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ WŀƳŜŜƭŀ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

operation?  

7. ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ !ƎƘŀ !ƪǊŀƳΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ WŀƳŜŜƭŀ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΚ  

Wŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŀ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΚ 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴΦ 
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Student Question Sheet for 

Wanting Mor 
 

 

Grades 7 - 9 

 

 

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ WŀƳŜŜƭŀΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ άǿƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 

pƻǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊƛƴƎέ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ WŀƳŜŜƭŀΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

when she told her about that? 

2. ²ƘŜƴ WŀƳŜŜƭŀΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǘ 

ƭŜŀǎǘ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘέ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘΚ 

3. Most stories have one climax, but some could argue that there are 

two climactic scenes in this novel. Which two scenes do you think are 

the most climactic? 

4.  A motif is a recurring symbol that takes on a special significance in a 

story. Name three motifs in the novel. Explain their significance and 

what they symbolize. 

5. What theme or themes can you identify in the novel? 
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Student Activity Sheet:  

Grades 5 - 9 

Write a story!  
 

 

This is another case history from the Report on Children in Crisis 

that Rukhsana read: 

 
 

 

Write a story about Jalal a-din.    

Illustrate your story. 

List ten ways that your life is different from Jalal a-dinôs.   

List ten ways that your life is the same.   

 

 

Boy:  Jalal a-din 
 
Jalal a-din was 10 years old living in Takhar province when the Taliban attacked his 
town.  He was out of his home when bombs and rockets hit.  When he returned, he 
witnessed his home, parents and siblings burning inside.  After the attack, with no 
immediate family members living, Jalal a-din was taken by an uncle to Tahai 
Maskan Orphanage.  For the past three years, he has stayed within the walls of the 
orphanage with no visitors and no place to go for the holidays. 
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Student Activity Sheet:  

Grades 5 - 9 

Make a Poster! 
  

From the Report on Children in Crisis these are some 

things the  Orphanage in Afghanistan needs:  

 

Bandages and disposable syringes 

Antibiotics 

Cough syrup 

Stethoscope 

Microscope 

School supplies ï pens, pencils, whiteboard markers, chalk, notebooks 

Library books 

Toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap 

Blankets, mattresses, sheets, pillows  

Toilet paper 

Towels 

Sports equipment ï basketballs, footballs, volleyballs etc. 

 

 

Make a poster that will encourage 

people to donate some of these items!  




